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An Ongoing Debate

The Polarized Positions:
Never mention politics in class.

VS.

Politics brings reality into the classroom.




nNMany adult students
classes to learn English to be able to
operate I n the nAreal ¢
things that people discuss In the real

world is politics, so it should be part of

our job to provide them with the

necessary language to be able to do

S0. O

(Thabet, Tunisia)




nNWhil e di scussing pol
students use the language to express

their own opinions. This gives them

feeling of using language for

communication, and not for doing the
task I n the c¢cl assrool

(Barno, Tajikistan)




Reaction to Introducing Discussion Skills

JOHow can you expect t
di scussions when t he\
answer simple questi (

} (From Norris, Robert W.  /ntroducing Discussion Skills to Lower
Level Students. Can it be Done? )




Value of a Content Based
Course for Teaching Language
and Academic Preparedness

.



Low intermediate students needed
more practice with:

Integration of the four language skills
with academic skills

Classroom communication skills
Using authentic language

Discussing real world issues
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Value of the Project

A Putting together a professional report

A Conducting a survey

AAnalyzing, graphing and reporting
results

A Reflecting on the experience




Learning by Doing

Activities and Discussion
VS.

Lectures and Readings




Colla

porative Learning

We learn:

:
:
:
:
:
:
:

' 10% of what we read
| 20% of what we hear
' 30% of what we see

' 50% of what we see and hear

' 80% of what we experience

' 95% of what we teach others

' 70% of what we discuss with others

(William Glasser)
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