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Research on instructed second language acquisition:  “What is the best way to promote language learning in the classroom?”  (Lightbown & Spada, Ch. 6)

Comprehensible input:  Engaging language in context whose message the learner can understand.  Language can come from anywhere:  media, textbooks, friends, Internet.  

Example:  California Distance Learning Project  http://www.cdlponline.org/index.cfm
Help with comprehension:  Help for learners in matching form and meaning.  Help can come from anywhere: conversation partners, teachers, and computers.  

Example:  Rost, M., & Fuchs, M.  (2003).  Longman English Interactive 3.   Pearson Education.

Feedback on performance:  Feedback provides an opportunity for learners to see what they know and do not know.  Feedback can come from anywhere:  conversation partners, teachers, and computers.  Different sources provide different types of feedback.

Meaning-focused conversation:   Conversation helps learners to connect form and meaning, especially where negotiation of meaning occurs.  Conversation beyond the classroom provides exposure to language other than classroom style language.
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Websites (just a few examples):

An on-line magazine for learners of English.  http://www.topics-mag.com/
ESL Independent Study Lab, Louis and Clark College.  http://www.lclark.edu/~krauss/toppicks/reading.html
Compleat Lexical Tutor, by Tom Cobb,  http://www.lextutor.ca/
Dave’s ESL Café  http://www.eslcafe.com/
Some Recent Books on CALL:

CALL dimensions: Options and issues in computer-assisted language learning.  (Levy & Stockwell, Lawrence Erlbaum Associates, 2006).
CALL Environments, 2nd Edition.  (Egbert and Hanson-Smith, editors, TESOL Publications). 
Calling on CALL:  From Theory and Research to New Directions in Foreign Language Teaching, (Ducate and Arnold, editors, CALICO Publications).  
The Internet and the Language Classroom:  A Practical Guide for Teachers  (Dudeney, Cambridge University Press, 2001). 

Technology and teaching: English language learners, (Butler-Pascoe, & Wiburg, Pearson, 2003). 
Journals on CALL:
CALICO Journal  

Computer Assisted Language Learning:  An International Journal  

Language Learning & Technology  http://llt.msu.edu/
ReCALL Journal  
Revue Apprentissage des Langues et Systèmes d'Information et de Communication   http://alsic.u-strasbg.fr/ 
Professional organization in the North America:  Computer Assisted Language Instruction Consortium (CALICO) http://www.calico.org
