MAKING QUESTIONS COUNT
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TRANSCRIPT: CLB 1-2
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What do you see in this picture?

Park.

A park.

Yes, you are right. It's a park. Anything else?

A boy run...

A boy running. Right. What else?

Grandfather... um ... newspaper...

Yes, it's an old man, reading a newspaper. Do you see any other people in the park?
Girl ... she jogging.

A girl jogging. Very good. Anyone else?

People are eat dinner.. They ...um... in picnic...

Eating dinner...

Very good. It does look like a picnic. What do you think they are having for dinner?
Fish and chips maybe

Sandwich.

Hamburger.

You think they are having fish and chips. Or maybe hamburgers. Why?
| like fish. My favourite food.

You like fish, don’t you. Do you like hamburgers?

Yes, McDonalds...

No hamburgers. Vegetarian.

Yes. My son like hamburgers too. Favourite food.

What else do you see in the park? Anyone playing soccer?

Yes, girls play soccer.

Girls playing soccer. In your country, do girls play soccer?

No, no girls...

No.

Yes, my daughter play football in Colombia

Yes, in many countries they call it football ...



Survey

This survey has been created by students. It includes some suggestions on teacher questions.

To what extent do you agree with their suggestions?

e Do you put our names at the BEGINNING of directed questions? If you put names at the beginning of a
question, the rest of us will tend to ignore your question, since you have already chosen who will do the
answering for you! Wouldn't you, to0?

e Do you ask "whole group™ questions like, "Does everyone understand the difference between...?" Hope not,
because it is simply an invitation for a chorus of "yes" responses and the 2 or 3 of us who do not understand
probably would not let you know because, "everyone must have understood it but us!" Instead, ask, "Who
would like for me to repeat those directions?"

e Do you repeat student answers? If you do, then you're teaching us not to listen to each other, because we
know the answer will be repeated by you! Instead, try other responses such as "Tell us more," or "Someone
else?"

e Are you always the "answer-giver" in class? If you turn our questions back to us, you will encourage us to do
our own thinking and learn to answer our own questions. For example ask, "That is a good question. What do
you think?" After giving us a chance to state an opinion, the question can then be directed to the class for
discussion. At that point you can add your comments to ours.

e Do you practice less "wait time" for the slower students than you do for the smarter ones? Researchers have
clearly demonstrated that teachers typically wait less than one second after asking a question before calling on
a student, answer the question themselves, or make an additional comment! Increasing wait time results in
dramatic improvements in the overall quality of class discussions.

From  http:/iwww.ncwiseowl.org/kscope/TeacherHut/Teachley/POP.html#four



WHICH QUESTIONS AT WHICH LEVEL?

Note: This chart is meant to be a guideline only. While working on comprehension of a reading or listening passage, teachers can (and are encouraged to) use questions of different complexity with
most levels, and use scaffolding to lower level students. However, students at lower levels are more likely to be successful at responding to questions of lower complexity.

CLB
LEVEL

Pre-
Benchmark

CLB1
CLB2

CLB3

CLB 4

CLB5

CLB 6
and up

Question level

IDENTIFICATION:
Recognizing, identifying or
producing familiar words only

FACTUAL:

Comprehension of key information
and gist of the text or listening
passage

GIST COMPREHENSION:
Comprehension of gist and
important details
Comprehension of some implied
meanings in familiar texts

Some inference

FULL COMPREHENSION:
Comprehension of details and
some implied meanings of
moderately complex passages
Some inference

EXTENSION:

Comprehension of main idea,
details, speaker’s purpose, and
implied meaning

Connection to own experiences
Inferences

Type of response the learner is able to

provide

non-verbal response
single word response

short phrase response
simple, short sentence response (S+V + O)

short sentences (3-5)

brief descriptions

several short sentences
comparison, simple stories, simple
instructions, descriptions

longer and more detailed, coherent responses
reasonably clearly conveyed message and / or
sequence of steps or events

some inference included in the response

long, detailed and more elaborate responses
using a variety of sentence structures (e.g.,
complex sentences.)

clearly articulated and structured messages
responses include the information not directly
stated in the text, predictions and/or
hypothetical situations
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Question

What is your name/address/phone number?

Show me .../circle the correct word or picture...?

Yes/No questions: Is this ...?Are we ...? Do you like this story?
What colour is...?What is your favourite ...?

What do you see in this picture?

What is this?

Who/ what / Where is.. .? How many times did...?How much ...?

What is happening ...?

Which book is ...? What is the best .../ worst ...?

Can you match.../ label .../checkmark.../ name.../ select.../ describe...?

What are the best ...? Why is ... your favourite ...?
What did you like/dislike about this story?

Which is more/ less important to you: ...?

How are ...different / similar?

What does X mean? Can you think of examples of y?
How would you ...?/ How do you ...?

How do you feel about...?

How else can you say that in English?

What features does ....have? What is typical of ...?

Can you tell me what you remember about ...?

Can you summarize ...?

What distinguishes ... from ....? What makes ....good / bad?

In what ways could you ...? / What could one do to ...?

What other way could you ...? What else ...?

What do you think about ...?What makes you think that ...? What are the reasons
why...?

How would you define/ explain ...? How can we tell the difference between...?
Can you tell me more about... ? / Please help me understand ...

Why is this (information) important?

What could help you answer that question?

Why do you think ...? What lead you to believe that...? What will you use to defend
your position? To what extent do you agree/disagree ...?

What advice would you give to ...? What assumptions are you making?

Why is this so? What inference can you make about ...?

Decide if ...?What if ...? /If you were/could ..., what would you...?

What is the relationship between ...?What is the consequence of ...?

What would happen if ...? Is there a possibility that...?

Would your opinion be the same if ...?

Question
complexity

EASY

COMPLEX



