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The Acquisition of the Simple Past Tense by Mandarin and Tamil ESL Learners

· Study for PhD thesis in Applied Linguistics, Lancaster University (UK)

· Compared the knowledge and oral production of the simple past tense by Tamil and Mandarin ESL learners

· Tamil has a past tense.  Mandarin does not have a past tense.

· Participants – 21 Tamil speakers; 21 Mandarin speakers; the two L1 groups had similar levels of overall grammatical knowledge, length of residence in English-speaking countries and age of arrival in English-speaking countries

· 3 tasks – cloze task (a fill-in-the blanks test), film retell and interview questions

Results:

· Knowledge of simple past tense is higher than oral production of simple past tense for both L1 groups (especially for Mandarin group).
· Cloze task – few differences between L1 groups; base form most common type of mistake
· Film retell – similar level of accuracy for both L1 groups
· Interview questions – a) Tamil L1 group more accurate than Mandarin L1 group  
                                              in usage of simple past tense;

                                          b) probable reason – L1 influence

                                          c) errors – base form most common type of error; apparent 

                                               L1 influence in types of errors  

· Regular and irregular verbs – Irregular verbs usually more accurate than regular 
                                                      verbs in oral production

· Telic verbs – verbs with an inherent endpoint
Atelic verbs – verbs with no inherent endpoint

Telic verbs more accurate than atelic verbs for both L1 groups in their oral production
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