USING JIGSAWS IN YOUR CLASS

by Nancy Callan
What is a jigsaw?

In the jigsaw methodology, the target material is divided, usually into four parts, and distributed to small groups to learn. When these homogeneous groups have mastered their material, students regroup into heterogeneous groups to present material and complete a task. Peer teaching and group problem solving are used to complete the jigsaw.  

Why use a jigsaw?

If you are looking for a way to make your class work more consistent with the communicative approach, this is it!  A great deal of communication between students in the target language is an inevitable outcome of a jigsaw lesson. Furthermore, a full integration of skills occurs with a jigsaw: reading, speaking, listening and writing. The jigsaw breaks the traditional pattern of high students assisting low students and is ideally suited to a multi-level classroom, since students can be given sections of text that are appropriate to their level. Initially, students work together, at their own pace, in their own way, to learn the material. Subsequently, they teach other students the material they have become experts on. In this way, high students are forced to depend on low students for information, just as the reverse is true. Individual and group accountability are built into this process. Respect and greater self-esteem are the natural outcome.

How do you use a jigsaw?

Step One: Preteach new vocabulary. Then give a coloured letter to each student to help facilitate moving into groups. At this point, low students work with low students and high students work with high students. Choose a section of text appropriate to their level and give it to these expert groups to memorize. At this stage, for a class of sixteen, your classroom would look like this:

                                 A    A          B    B          C    C          D    D

                                 A    A          B    B          C    C          D    D

Circulate and make sure students can understand, explain and remember their part of the story. Have students say it to their group members without reading. Then collect the text passages. 

Step Two: Regroup the class by colour. High students now work with low students, to tell the story. No one dominates because all students have an essential contribution. For a class of sixteen, your classroom would look like this:                A    B          A    B          A    B           A    B
                                                C    D         C    D         C    D           C    D

Review comprehension checks (Do you understand me? Should I repeat anything?). Then ask person A to begin. Hand-out copies of the first group exercise after the group has finished telling the whole story. Take up the answers with the whole class .

How do you make a jigsaw?

A newspaper article, a short story, a poem, a listening text, almost any text can be used to make a jigsaw by cutting it into parts and devising some follow up questions or activities. Alternatively, you can get ready made jigsaws from www.esljigsaws.com. Visit the website or call 1-888-ESL-BOOK (1-888-375-2665) to order. Contact Nancy at esljigsaws@gmail.com
