Insha'Allah: Unique Challenges in Teaching English to Arab & Muslim Students
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The Culture of the Middle East
· [image: ]Relatively unchanged for centuries
· Rooted in the Bedouin lifestyle
· Oral culture
· Negotiation
· Hospitality
· Hot climate
· Family
· Friendships
· Sovereignty of Allah
· Segregation of men and women
· Obligations to Muslim regulations and traditions
[image: ]Part 2 – Discussion of Challenges
· Discussion:  In small groups, discuss the scenarios you will be given.  Focus your discussion around the questions:
· Why might the student behave in this manner? 
· What might be the underlying cultural attitudes and values? 
1. The student consistently shows up late for class, and often misses classes altogether.
2. The student often receives cell phone calls during class and asks to be excused to take them.
3. The student often arrives without a pen or paper, or having forgotten their books.
4. The student openly criticizes classroom assignments and activities during the class.
5. The student shows little respect for set deadlines, and often hands in assignments late.
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[image: ]Part 3 – Discussion of Solutions
· In your same groups, discuss a different scenario.  This time, focus your discussion around the question:
· What are some strategies you as a teacher might employ to deal with this situation?
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Conclusion(s)
· [image: ]How has your perspective on Muslims or the Middle East changed in the past hour?
· What will you take from here to the classroom?
· In what ways can you grow so that you might better relate to people from this part of the world? 

©2009 Darren & Larissa Conley	TESL Ontario Conference, 2009
image1.jpeg




image2.jpeg




image3.jpeg




