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The following is a list of possible readings for a literacy practitioners’ reading circle. All of the articles are readily available, easily adapted to classroom practice, and of a manageable length for a reading circle. This project was funded by the Applied Research Department at Bow Valley College. 
Achren, A., & Williams, A. (2006, April). Fact Sheet: Learners with low literacy in the AMEP. Retrieved 01 30, 2009, from AMEP Research Centre: http://www.ameprc.mq.edu.au/docs/fact_sheets/08Teachingissues.pdf
This article provides an overview of issues faced by preliterate adults learning literacy. It provides an overview of highly oral cultures and focuses on appropriate classroom activities and content to encourage literacy development for adults.

Arciszewska-Russo, B. (2003). Teaching Adult ESL Literacy: A Study Circle Facilitator's Guide. 
This booklet provides a how-to manual for conducting a professional reading circle and contains articles and discussion questions. 

Blanton, L. (1990, 08). Talking Adult ESL Students into Writing: Building on Oral Fluency to Promote Literacy. Retrieved 01 16, 2009, from ERIC ED321622 : http://www.ericdigests.org/pre-9216/adult.htm
Blanton, focussing on higher level literacy students (Phase III), proposes using learners’ oral fluency to help them develop skills in taking notes, critically responding to text and writing prose.

Bow Valley College. (2009). Learning for Life: An ESL Literacy Handbook. 
This book provides guidelines for teaching ESL literacy and includes chapters on strategies, assessment and classroom ideas. It covers reading, writing, listening, and speaking. Portions of the book could be used in a reading circle.

Brod, S. (1999). What Non-Readers or Beginning Readers Need to Know: Performance-Based ESL Adult Literacy. Denver: Spring Institute for International Studies.
This guide provides an overview of different theories about adult ESL literacy and the consequences for classroom techniques. 

Burt, M. P., Kreeft, J., & Schaetzel, K. (2008, July). Working with Adult English Language Learners with Limited Literacy: Research, Practice and Professional Development. Retrieved from CAELA Network: http://www.cal.org/caelanetwork/pd_resources/literacy.html
This article provides definitions of ESL literacy, pre-literacy skills that learners need to have and instructional strategies. It also discusses different types of professional development which may be available for ESL literacy practitioners. 
Ciancone, T. (1996). Numeracy in the Adult ESL Classroom. Retrieved 01 28, 2009, from CAELA: http://www.cal.org/CAELA/esl_resources/digests/Ciancone.html
This article provides a list of numeracy activities as well as discussing the importance of vocabulary development. 

Fagan, B. (2003, 09). Scaffolds to Help ELL Readers. Voices From the Middle , pp. 38-42.
Fagan discusses reading strategies she has used in her ESL middle school classroom to help students become better readers. These strategies include ways to remember key words, main ideas and writing personal reflections on the selected readings. 

Florez, M. C., & Terrill, L. (2003). Working With Literacy-Level Adult English Language Learners. Retrieved Sept 2008, from CAELA: http://www.cal.org/caela/esl_resources/digests/litQA.html 
This paper provides a brief overview of the skills ESL literacy learners need and best practices in the classroom. It also addresses assessment and suggests some meaningful classroom activities. 

Harting, D. (2006, Winter). Get Real: Using Authentic Materials to Engage Adult Learners. Proliteracy America .
This very brief article is full of classroom based activities that bring real life materials into the classroom.

Holt, G. M. (1995, 01). Teaching Low-Level Ault ESL Learners. Retrieved 08 31, 2009, from ERIC: http://www.eric.ed.gov/ERICWebPortal/custom/portlets/recordDetails/detailmini.jsp?_nfpb=true&_&ERICExtSearch_SearchValue_0=ED379965&ERICExtSearch_SearchType_0=no&accno=ED379965
This article discusses assessment and teaching techniques for working with ESL literacy learners. It also outlines how to use language experience stories in the classroom and how to select appropriate materials for this group.

Iles, L. (2001). Dialogue Journaling with Beginning-Level ESL Students. Pennsylvania: Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.
Iles outlines her experience using dialogue journaling in her very low ESL classroom. Although her classroom is a mix of both literate and low-literate learners, she found that dialogue journals improved outcomes and provided the learners with a positive experience. 

Indiana Department of Education. (n.d.). Effective Programs for English Language Learners (ELL) with Interupted Formal Education. Retrieved Sept 29, 2008, from http://www.doe.in.gov/lmmp/pdf/effective_programs_ell.pdf 
This article discusses best practices for teaching literacy to learners with interrupted formal education. It stresses meaningful content and continued oral skills development as a means to enhance learners’ reading and writing skills. Also included in this section is a brief section on the role of vocabulary in numeracy development. 

Indiana Department of Education. (n.d.). English Language Learners: Literacy and Development. Retrieved 08 31, 2009, from http://www.doe.in.gov/lmmp/pdf/ELL_literacy_development.pdf
This very brief paper discusses the role of continued oral language development in literacy development. It also outlines the roles of phonics, vocabulary and comprehension.

Liden, A., Poulos, A., & Vinogradov, P. (2008). Phonics and Student-Generated Texts for Emergent Readers. TESOL .
This article on reading instruction focuses on balancing top down and bottom up instruction. It outlines a method of teaching reading called the whole-part-whole method and provides detailed instruction, including which texts to use and activities for enhancing phonemic awareness. 

Long, L, & Gillespie, M.. (1992). Phonics in Context: Using Grapho/Phonemic Cues in a Learner-Centered ESL Literacy Classroom. In H. S. Wrigley, Bringing Literacy to Life: Issues and Options in Adult ESL Literacy (pp. 223-237). San Mateo: Aguire International.
This article describes how to use phonics-based activities in meaningful activities with learners. Lesson ideas are outlined as well.

Peyton, J. K. (1990). Dialogue Journals: Interactive Writing to Develop Language and Literacy. 
Peyton describes how to use dialogue journaling to improve learners’ writing skills, including non-literate learners. 

Reimer, J. (2008). Learning Strategies and Low-Literacy Hmong Adlut Students. minneTESOL, 25,1-14.
Reimer describes her formal study of the learning strategies of her low literacy Hmong learners. She affirms that learners are already using a number of learning strategies and that instructors can help them use more by breaking each strategy down into manageable pieces.

Shaughnessy, C. (n.d.). Working with Preliterate and Non-literate Learners. 
This paper, based on the author’s thesis, describes useful classroom techniques  for working with preliterate learners. 

Vinogradov, P. (2008). Maestra! The letters Speak: Adult ESL Students Learning to Read for the First Time. minneTESOL , 25, 1-9.
Vinogradov describes five principles to help ESL literacy learners in the classroom. These principles are: keep it in context, combine top-up and bottom-down reading instruction, provide a variety of learning styles, tap into learner strengths and build learners’ confidence.

Williams, A., & Nicholas, H. (2005, 12). Fact Sheet: Responding to Younger Learners with Minimal or No Schooling. Retrieved 01 23, 2009, from AMEP Teaching Issues 6: http://www.ameprc.mq.edu.au/docs/fact_sheets/06Teachingissues.pdf
This article discusses the needs of young learners with interrupted formal education. It describes the unique needs of these learners, provides teaching ideas and lists appropriate topics for teaching. It also stresses the importance of continued oral development.

Wrigley, H. S. (1993, 02). Innovative Programs and Promising Practices in Adult ESL Litearcy. Retrieved 09 07, 2009, from ERIC Digest: http://www.ericdigests.org/1993/promising.htm
Wrigley outlines best practices in ESL literacy programs. These include use of a learner centred approach, hands-on learning tasks, learner-generated materials, native language and communicative tasks.
