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CDA applied to ESL reading (source: Cots, 2006, p.337, citing Oxenden et al., 1997, p.30)
An unusual community

“The Amish live in Pennsylvania, USA. They came from Switzerland and Germany in the eighteenth century and live together on farms. Although they live just 240 kilometres from New York City, their lifestyle hasn’t really changed in the last 250 years. They’ve turned

their backs on modern materialism: cars, high technology, videos, fax machines, etc. and they have very strict rules which they all have to follow. They can’t use electricity, so they have to use oil lamps to light their houses. They are allowed to use banks and go to the doctor’s but they

can’t have phones in their houses. They use horses for transport because they aren’t allowed to fly or drive cars or tractors. They can play baseball and eat hot dogs but they can’t have TVs, radios, carpets, flowers, or photos in their houses. Although the Amish don’t have churches they

are very religious” (Cots, 2006, p.337, citing Oxenden et al., 1997, p.30)

Post-reading activity

	Social practice
	1 Are the Amish typical American people? Why?

2 In your opinion, who wrote the text? An Amish or a non-Amish person? Try to justify your answer.

3 What do you think of the Amish after reading the text? Would you like to be an Amish?

	Discourse practice
	4 Where can you find a text like this? What kind of readers is it addressed to? Is it written for Amish or non-Amish people?

5 What is the ‘point’ of the text? What is the author trying to tell us? What do you remember from the Amish after reading the text?

6 What do you know about New York or the USA? The Amish live near New York. Are they really ‘an unusual community’? How does the author of the text try to show us that they are ‘unusual’?

	Textual practice
	7 What linking words connect the following ideas in the text? 

Living near New York ... Lifestyle of the Amish Using banks and going to the doctor’s ... Having phones Playing baseball and eating hot dogs  ... Having TVs, radios …carpets . . .
Having churches , . Being very religious

8 Are the ideas on both sides presented as paradoxical or contradictory?

9 Look for examples in the text containing the verb can/can’t. What

can the Amish do? What can the Amish not do? Next look for

examples containing the verbs have to and allow, expressing

obligation. What are the Amish obliged to do?

10 Fill in the ‘you’ column in the table below and say in each case if

the word/phrase in question has a positive (+) or a negative (–)

meaning for you. When you have finished, do the same to fill in

the ‘Amish’ column according to what the text says.


Table 3 (Cots, 2006, p.337, citing Oxenden et al., 1997, p.30)

CDA applied to ESL integrated writing: (Source: Ali Hadidi’s teaching practice) 
The following activity is a critical discourse analysis task based on an episode of Dr. Phil entitled Teacher Trouble. Its purpose is to watch and listen to a segment of Dr. Phil (46:06- 50:57 min) critically and see how language is used from the perspective of social practice, discourse practice, and textual practice.

Read the questions below. Please pay attention to the definition of new words in brackets. Write short answers to the questions. 

1. (Discourse practice) When Dr. Phil asks Anna’s attorney, “Is this heavy-handed?” What is he presupposing (i.e. assuming) the answer should be? Why? Does he want his audience to draw a preconceived (i.e. without analysis) conclusion? (46:06)

2. (Discourse practice) How does Anna’s attorney answer? With a yes or no, or by beginning to explain the rationale for his yes or no, which will follow? Write his answer down.

3. (Discourse practice) Why do think Dr. Phil asks about their “damage model”? What kind of a thought do you think he intends to plant in the audience’s mind? Does associating Anna’s emotional distress with monetary compensation detract from (i.e. take away from) the merit (i.e. the positive/human aspect) of her case?

4. (Discourse practice) When Dr. Phil asks the attorney, “Are you going to ask for $10,000, $100,000, or $1,000,000 (47:30) what is he trying to limit the attorney to (i.e. false dichotomy)? Is this a loaded question (i.e. is Dr. Phil setting the attorney up to flop/fail)?

5. (Discourse practice) Does the attorney flop/fail? How does he answer? 

6. (Discourse practice) Dr. Phil contradicts the attorney by saying there can be other forms of compensation than money. Write them down. 

7. (Textual practice) How does the attorney rebut Dr. Phil?  What are the two key phrases that the attorney uses that make his original answer “all lawsuits are about money” still valid and to the point?  

8. (Social practice) Why do you think the attorney “gives away” many of his arguments? Should he not save them for the actual court appearance?

9. (Discourse practice): Is Dr. Phil reducing Anna’s concern to absurdity (i.e. making it sound silly) in this line, “You wouldn’t worry so much about what people though of you if you knew how seldom they did?”

10. (Textual practice) Grammatically speaking, what kind a sentence is “You wouldn’t worry so much about what people though of you if you knew how seldom they did?” Write a sentence like this.

11. (Social practice) Dr. Phil states, “You don’t legislate in the courtroom. You legislate in the legislature.” This does not seem to be factually accurate. Research the phrase “US common law” and report back to class whether Dr. Phil is accurate or not. The clip seems to be edited immediately after this statement. does this editing make you think twice about the validity of Dr. Phil’s claim?

12. (Discourse practice) What is the strategy Dr. Phil is using to win his argument when he says (50:13, “I am so teacher advocate [sic and apparent editing pause]. You were victimized by these kids and they need to be held accountable for it … , but (said in a very quiet voice 50:26) when you’re in suing for monetary damages … you ain’t going to get much money.” 

13. (Discourse practice) What kind of a subtext (i.e. implied meaning which is not directly stated) is Dr. Phil using when he says (50:33, “I don’t mean to trivialize this (i.e. make this less important) but it didn’t cost so much money”? 

14. Write an essay stating whether or not you agree that the students should be punished for the behaviour by taking legal action. Support your position with reasons and arguments. 
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